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CLAIMS 



We claim: 

A substantially^w thermoplastic article 

comprising from about 1 to about 9y%^y weight of an unmodified 
polyvinyl alcohol and from about 99 to a^^out 1% by weight of a 
thermoplastic elastomer. 



2. The thermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein a 
4% in water solution of the unmodified polyvinyl alcohol at 20 °C 
has a viscosity of less than about 20 centipoise. 



3. The thermoplastic article of Claim 2, wherein a 
4% in water solution of tjie unmodified polyvinyl alcohol at 20 ""C 



has a viscosity of less than 



4. The 
unmodified polyvinyl 
95%. 



5. The 
unmodified polyvinyl 
90%. 



about 10 centipoise. 



thermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
alcphol has a hydrolysis of less than about 



thjermoplastic article of Claim 4, wherein the 
alcphol has a hydrolysis of less than about 



6. The thermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
unmodified poly vinyl alec hoi has a weight-average molecular weight 
of less than about 140,000. 



7. The 
unmodified polyvinyl 
of less than about 60,000 



tl ermoplastic article of Claim 6, wherein the 
alcohol has a weight-average molecular weight 



8. The t lermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
unmodified polyvinyl alcohol has a melt viscosity at a shear rate of 
500 s * of less than about 1500 Pa^s. 



• t 



9. The thermoplastic artide of Claim 1, wherein the 
thermoplastic article has less than abouy 2.0 percent by weight of 
water. / 

10. The thermoplastic Article of Claim 1, wherein the 
thermoplastic article has less than aoout 1.0 percent by weight of 
water. / 

11. The thermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
thermoplastic article has less than about 0.5 percent by weight of 
water. / 

12. The thermoplastic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
thermoplastic elastomer is selected from^olystyrene-polybutadiene- 
polystyrene block polymer, vK)lystyrene-polyisoprene-polystyrene 
block polymer, polyswre;?^e-poly(ethylene-butylene)-p^ 

block polymer, polystvrene-poly(ethylene-propylene)-polystyrene 
block polymer, elastpmeric polyurethanes, ethylene-octene 
copolymers, polyester nMyurethane, natural rubber, nitrile rubber, 
butyl rubber, ethylerm^propylene terpolymers, silicone rubber, 
polyurethane rubber,/ thermoplastic rubbers, elastomeric block 
copolymers ,\copolymers of polyethylene oxide and polybutylene 
terephthalate?^olyamide-polyether block copolymers, (sty^^ig) block 
copolymers, elastOTnpric polypropylene, or mixtures thereof. 

13. /The therrnW)Jast^ic article of Claim 1, wherein the 
thermoplastic article comprisep^from about 50 to about 90% by 
weight of an unmodified polyr/iiWl alcjohol and from about 50 to 
about 10% by weight of a thernWpl^,stlc elastomer. 

The thermoplastic article of Claim 1 , wherein the 
thermoplastic /article comprises from about 65 to about 80% by 
weight of an/ unmodified polyvinyl alcohol and from about 35 to 
about 20% by weight of a thermoplastic elastomer. 



^^"^^ The thermoplastic articl/ of Claim 1 , wherein the 
thermoplastic article is a film. 

^a^. The thermoplastic allele of Claim 1 , wherein the 
thermoplastic article is a fiber. 
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cle comprising from about 1 
dified polyvinyl alcohol and 
diermoplastic elastomer, 
ut 2.0 percent by 
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A thermppla 
to about 99% by weight of an 
from about 99 to about 1% by w 
wherein the thermoplastic article has less 
weight of water. 

yt^. The thermoplastic article of Claim -i7, wherein a 
4% in water solution of the unmodified polyvinyl alcohol at 20 °C 
has a viscosity of less than abdut 20 centipoise. 

The thermoplastic article of Claim wherein a 
4% in water solution of the unmodified polyvinyl alcohol at 20 °C 
has a viscosity of less than ^bout 10 centipoise. 

^^^0. The tl^ermoplastic article of Claim wherein 
the unmodified polyviny/ alcohol has a hydrolysis of less than about 
95%. 

Zl. Thef thermoplastic article of Claim J^CT, wherein 
the unmodified polyvijfiyl alcohol has a hydrolysis of less than about 
90%. 

\ / «(/ 

The thermoplastic article of Claim wherein 
the unmodified polyvinyl alcohol has a weight-average molecular 
weight of less than ^bout 140,000. ^ 

/The thermoplastic article of Claim wherein 
the unmodified nolyvinyl alcohol has a weight-average molecular 
weight of less thqjn about 60,000. 



24. The thermoplastic article/ of Claim 17, wherein 
the unmodified polyvinyl alcohol has a melt/ viscosity at a shear rate 
of 500 s' of less than about 1500 Pa»s. 



25. The thermoplastic artidle of Claim 17, wherein 
the thermoplastic elastomer is selected from polystyrene- 
polybutadiene-polystyrene block polymer, polystyrene-polyisoprene- 
polystyrene block polymer, polystyyene-poly(ethylene-butylene)- 
polystyrene block/polymer, polystyrene-poly(ethylene-propylene)- 
polystyrene \AodL polymer, elastomdric polyurethanes, ethylene- 
octene copolvmers, polyester polyurethane, natural rubber, nitrile 
rubber, butyl rubber, ethylene-propylene terpolymers, silicone 
rubber, pfolyurethane rubber, thermoplastic rubbers, elastomeric 
block /copolymers, copolymers pf polyethylene oxide and 
polybotylene terephthalate, polyamMe-polyether block copolymers, 
inic blocks copolymers, elastonjferic polypropylene, or mixtures 
thereof. 



26. The thermoplastic article of Claim 17, wherein 
the thermoplastic article compris^ from about 50 to about 90% by 
weight of an unmodified polyW^^l^ and from about 50 to 
about 10% bY weight of a thermoplastic elastomer. 
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^^Iff^^ The thermoplastic article of Claim yf, wherein 
the thermoplastic article comprises from about 65 to about 80% by 
weight of an unmodified polyvinyl alcohol and from about 35 to 
about 20% by weight of a thermoplastic elastomer. 

\^ 

The thermoplastic article of Claim wherein 
the thermoplastic article is a film. 

V / 

The thefrmoplastic article of Claim J^, wherein 

the thermoplastic article is a fiber. 
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IN 

3€r. A substai'rti^lly wat^r-free blend composition 
comprising ^rom about 1 to^bouT^^^Ab^L^^^e^ of an unmodified 
polyvinyl alcohol and from about 99/to about l"^'%v--wei£ht of a 
themioplastic elastomer. 



A personal /care article comprising the 
composition of Claim 1. 

. / 
^ yl. The personjll care article of Claim wherein 

the personal care article is a di£ 

'^^v I ''^ 

23. The personal care article of Claim wherein 

the personal care article is a feminine pad. 

6A. The personal care article of Claim -91, wherein 
the personal care article a/re training pants. 

J5. The/ personal care article of Claim 2n^, wherein 
the personal care article is an adult incontinence product. 



